
  Attachment 3                   
Staff Summary 
 
Background  
The department has initiated a review and update of its 12 wildlife area long range 
management plans originally developed in 1993. To date, the goals and objectives of nine 
wildlife area management plans have been adopted by Commission action.  The revision 
of the E.E. Wilson wildlife area management plan is complete and a new plan has been 
developed for the Columbia Basin Wildlife areas.   
 
Changes from previous review process 
While the previous 1993 plan review process was aided by a wildlife area review 
committee, the current 2008 process relied heavily on local wildlife area and regional 
staff. Using the 1993 plans as a foundation, department staff developed a draft 
management plan for the E.E.Wilson Wildlife Area.  
 
The 2008 Columbia Basin Wildlife Areas plan is a newly developed plan, describing 
management goals and objectives for four wildlife areas (Irrigon, Power City, Coyote Springs 
and Willow Creek) located along the Columbia River.  
 
Local stakeholder groups were informed of the planning process and were invited to help 
develop draft plans.   
 
Final Draft Goals and Objectives 
Wildlife area goals are broad, open-ended statements of desired future conditions that 
convey a purpose but do not define measurable units.  In contrast, objectives are more 
concise statements of what, how and where the department wants to achieve, and who 
will be responsible for the work.  Objectives are derived from goals and provide the basis 
for determining strategies, evaluating the success of strategies, and monitoring wildlife 
area accomplishments.   
 
Using input from a formal public review process and internal review by staff, the 
department has finalized the goals and objectives of the two draft plans. These are listed 
below.  
 
The goals and objectives for the Columbia Basin Wildlife Areas are: 
 
Goal 1: To protect, enhance and manage wetland habitats to benefit native fish and 
wildlife and desired game species.   
 

Objective 1.1: Protect and manage approximately 81 acres of palustrine 
permanently flooded wetland habitats.  

 
Objective 1.2: Protect and manage approximately 101 acres of palustrine 
seasonally flooded wetland habitat. 

 
Objective 1.3: Enhance and manage approximately 27 acres of palustrine 
intermittently flooded habitats. 
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Objective 1.4: Protect, enhance and manage approximately 12 acres of riverine 
wetland habitats.  

 
Objective 1.5: Protect, enhance and manage approximately 14 acres of lacustrine 
seasonally flooded habitats. 

 
Objective 1.6: Maintain and improve critical physical and functional 
infrastructure affecting wetland management activities. 

 
Goal 2: To protect, enhance and manage upland habitats to benefit native wildlife 
and desired game species.  
 

Objective 2.1: Protect, enhance and manage approximately 680 acres of 
grassland habitat. 

 
Objective 2.2: Protect, enhance and manage approximately 548 acres of 
sagebrush steppe/shrubland habitat. 

 
Objective 2.3: Protect, enhance and manage approximately 94 acres of 
agricultural upland habitat. 

 
Objective 2.4: Protect, enhance and manage approximately 146 acres of 
deciduous tree habitat (riparian). 

 
Objective 2.5: Maintain and improve wildlife area structures and equipment used 
to conduct habitat management and public use projects. 

 
Goal 3: To provide a variety of wildlife oriented recreational and educational 
opportunities to the public. 
  

Objective 3.1: Provide hunting, trapping and angling opportunities to the general 
public. 
 
Objective 3.2: Provide wildlife viewing and education/interpretation 
opportunities compatible with Objective 3.1 and habitat management objectives. 

 
The goals and objectives for the E.E. Wilson Wildlife Area are: 
 
Goal 1: Oak woodland, upland shrub and grassland habitats will be managed consistent 
with conservation and enhancement priorities for native wildlife and production of game 
species. 
 

Objective 1.1: Protect and enhance 50-100 acres of native Oregon white oak 
woodland habitats to provide food, cover and breeding areas for wildlife species 
associated with this unique habitat type. 
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Objective 1.2: Protect and enhance 300-400 acres of grassland habitat for 
appropriate pattern, scale and structure to benefit native wildlife and game 
species.  
 
Objective 1.3: Restore and maintain 800-900 acres of upland shrub area to 
enhance the forage, cover and breeding habitats for native wildlife and game 
species and control non-native invasive vegetation. 
 

Goal 2: Riparian, wetland and wet prairie habitats will be managed consistent with 
conservation and enhancement priorities for native wildlife and production of game 
species.  
 

Objective 2.1: Protect and enhance 100-200 acres of riparian, wetland and wet 
prairie habitats to promote species diversity and carrying capacity for native fish 
and wildlife and game species. 
 
Objective 2.2: Protect and enhance 20-40 acres of permanent freshwater ponds to 
provide habitat for native wildlife and game species and to provide warmwater 
and trout fisheries. 

  
Goal 3: To provide a variety of wildlife related recreation and education opportunities to 
the public using management strategies compatible with Goals 1 and 2. 
 

Objective 3.1: Provide a variety of hunting, trapping, and angling opportunities 
(12,000-15,000 annual public use days) compatible with habitat management 
objectives. 
 
Objective 3.2: Provide a variety of wildlife viewing and educational 
opportunities (40,000-45,000 annual public use days) that promote public 
understanding and support for natural resources and increase youth interest and 
participation in wildlife related recreational activities compatible with Objective 
3.1. 
 
Objective 3.3: Maintain wildlife area facilities, structures and equipment to 
support habitat management activities and public use programs.  

 
Public Review Process 
The department presented the draft management plans to the public at one meeting for 
Columbia Basin Wildlife Areas and two formal public review meetings for E.E. Wilson 
Wildlife Area, in late-July and August 2008. These meetings were announced via local 
radio and news outlets, the department website and informational flyers given out at 
regional department offices. Below is a summary of these meetings. 
 
Columbia Basin Wildlife Areas  
The Columbia Basin Wildlife Areas draft plan was presented and discussed at one public 
meeting on July 29th in Irrigon. Eighteen members of the public attended this meeting.  
 

3 



4 

Key issues and concerns rose at this meeting included:  support for the Department’s 
ongoing Russian olive removal projects, fire hazards and increasing fire lines, public 
access, trapping activities, enforcement of regulations, dealing with garbage, and land 
acquisition. Most of the verbal comments given at these meetings have been addressed in 
the final draft plan. 
 
To date, approximately 25 hard copies of the draft plan have been given to the three 
federal landowner agencies (ACOE, USFWS, BLM), twelve individuals in ten different 
agencies or specific user groups (Vector Control Districts, Port of Morrow, Fire Dept., 
Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation, West Extension Irrigation 
District, etc), and ten to adjacent landowners. Informational flyers were posted at the 
wildlife area office and the draft plan, with comment information, was accessible from 
the department’s home web page and via weekly recreation reports. The weekly 
recreation reports are automatically emailed to readers who have signed up for emails 
regarding Northeast recreation zone information.  
 
One comment sheet and one letter were received by the internal September 12 deadline. 
 
E.E. Wilson Wildlife Area  
The E.E. Wilson Wildlife Area draft plan was presented and discussed at two public 
meetings: July 20th in Corvallis and August 12th in Salem. Two members of the public 
attended the first meeting. Two attended the second meeting in Salem.  
 
Key issues and concerns raised at the meeting included: control of noxious weeds 
(especially knapweed and Himalayan blackberry); concern about EEWWA’s budget 
needs and support for charging user fees to non-hunters and non-anglers; support for a 
financial package to specifically implement the EEWWA management plan; increasing 
the number of access points for persons with disabilities; improving the safety of all users 
through signage, enforcement and hunter education.  
 
Since the August 12th public meeting, approximately 12 hard copies of the E.E.Wilson 
Wildlife Area draft plan have been handed out to area visitors, neighbors, local 
businesses and interest groups. The draft plan was also posted on the department’s home 
page and as a link within the Northwest Zone weekly recreation reports.   
 
One comment sheet and six written correspondences have been received.  
 
Public correspondence received after September 12, 2008 will be presented to the 
Commission at the October 10, 2008 hearing, as an addendum.  An opportunity for public 
testimony will also be provided at this Commission hearing.  
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